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THIS IS THE 3RD BOOKLET. IF YOU HAVE 

NOT COMPLETED THE LOCKDOWN STUDY 

GUIDE NUMBER 1 OR NUMBER 2, YOU NEED 

TO ENSURE TO DO SO.

EVERY ACTIVITY IS REQUIRED TO BE 

COMPLETED IN YOUR BOOK.

NO ACTIVITY MAY BE LEFT OUT.

WRITE THE DATE AND THE HEADING OF 

EACH ACTIVITY.

DO NOT REWRITE THE QUESTIONS, ONLY 

ANSWER THEM.

DRAW A LINE AFTER EACH ACTIVITY.



ACTIVITY 1

essay writing 

1
Write an essay of 250-300 words, in which you use any 5 of the pictures and 

icons provided on this page, as elements in your writing piece.          

You can use the pictures figuratively or in a literal way.    

-

Your essay can be about anything, take the time and be creative. 

You can choose to write a descriptive, narrative or even a reflective piece.                                                 

Only do a mind-map and write your draft.

2 Write TWO different suitable titles for your essay. 

5 

3 Choose any paragraph that you have already written  

and rewrite it ensuring that you incorporate TWO 

different figures of speech.

4 Write down 3 different techniques that can be used to 

ensure your introduction catches the reader’s attention.

Choose a paragraph (not the same one as used in question 3). 

Proofread it and correct all the language and punctuation errors 

with a different colour pen.

6 Choose any 5 words you have used in your essay and 

write down THREE synonyms for each.

7 Read paragraph 2 again. 

Write down the main topic sentence and summarise 

each supporting sentence using less than 5 words.
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COLUMN A COLUMN B COLUMN C

2,1
Don’t touch the ball.

Question 

mark
A Replaces the word “to”

2,2
Sam (42) won the jackpot.

Comma B Used to enclose additional 

information, instead of 

brackets.

2,3
1999-2014

Colon C Indicates direct address

2,4
Will we eat soon? Single 

inverted 

commas

D Indicates a quote within a 

quote

2,5
Danny, please go and fetch 

my book.

Ellipsis E Introduce an item or an 

series of items.

2,6
The writer specializes in:
fictional, autobiographies 

and short stories.

Apostrophe F Indicates the end of a 

question.

2,7 “Why did she call the man 

‘traitor’?”

Hyphen G Contraction

2,8
She purchased the car, but 

she declined the warranty.

Brackets / 

Parenthesis
H Names of holidays / festivals 

2,9 Christmas is a time of 

caring.

Capitalization I Used when writing a 

dialogue / direct speech.

2,10 Pride is one thing, but what 

happens if she …?

J Encloses additional 

information

2,11
The fast-moving bus 

crashed into a book shop.

K Names of subjects

2,12
All the children, especially 

the boys, enjoyed the trip.

L Used when two independent 

clauses are joined by a 

conjunction.

2,13
It is John’s pen. M Indicate a trail of thought / 

incomplete thought / 

interruption.

2,14
Bob said: “I am hungry!” N Joins/creates a compound 

word.

2,15 English is my best subject. O Possession

ACTIVITY 2

Punctuation 
Match Column A with 

Column B and C

Example: 2.15         K
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ACTIVITY 3 Comprehension 
Read the text on the next page and answer the 

following questions.1
5



A few weeks ago, I was asked by a child what my least-favourite book was when I was in 

school. It was Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl. These books were written by 

an amazing author and sold millions worldwide. 

So how can it be that I don’t like a book by Roald Dahl? How can I dare to consider criticising 

such a great author? 

As children we are encouraged by teachers and parents to read certain books. We are told 

these are great books that we should enjoy.  So what happens if we don’t enjoy these books? 

When we battle to get through the book or when we have to force ourselves to take time and 

actually read. Do we then make the assumption that we don’t like reading? Are we missing 

the point of what everyone else sees in these books and therefore concluding that reading 

isn’t actually ‘our thing’? I fear that this may be the case for many children. This is why I 

decided to be brave a few weeks ago and tell the truth during an assembly at a school.

As I told my audience that my least favourite book as a child was a Roald Dahl book,  I heard 

a couple of children gasp as they couldn’t believe what I had just said. I elaborated and I saw 

two hundred pairs of eyes looking at me intently as they listened to every word. I told them 

that Roald Dahl was an author I massively respect. He was a great writer and captured the 

hearts of many children. That didn’t mean that I personally had to like reading his books. Just 

because other children like reading them, didn’t mean that I had to as well. 

I always say to children that there is no such thing as a child who doesn’t like to read; they 

just haven’t found the right book yet. We are all unique and our love of reading should be as 

well. You can appreciate that a book is well written, or that an author is a great inspiration 

with amazing talent without actually ‘liking’ their books yourself. As I said this to the children, 

I felt a huge weight lift off me as I saw a couple nodding as if they understood. Maybe they 

secretly didn’t like some of the books their friends and teachers told them they should like 

and had assumed that this must mean that they don’t like reading. Maybe now they will 

realise that there is a book out there that they will enjoy. 

By Kerry Gibb, 

www.kerrygibb.com

6
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ACTIVITY 4 Formal and informal 
language 1 Read the following text and decide

i) Who is it written by? 

ii) Who is it written for? 

iii) It is an answer to a previous text. What was the first text about? 

What did it ask for?

iv) Is the text written in formal or informal register? What makes you 

say this? 
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Exchange these vocabulary items for their more 

formal equivalents in the text. The item in capitals 

has been done for you.

2

Exchange the following conjunctions in the text for their more informal 

equivalents

Are there any other vocabulary items you want to change to make the text 

less formal?

In an informal piece of writing you may find abbreviations, for example 

“income and expenditure” could be written “Inc. and exp.”.                                               

Make further changes to the text by abbreviating appropriate words.

Now rewrite the text making the following changes along 

with the previous:

i)  Replace formal passive constructions with active phrases, using “I” or “we” 

as personal pronouns.

ii) Make contractions ( e.g. I have – I’ve) where necessary. 

iii) Avoid repetition by replacing noun phrases with object pronouns                             

(e.g. This, these, it). Where possible, without losing the meaning, leave phrases 

out. 

iv) Replace longer, complex sentences with shorter simpler ones. (you may 

need to change punctuation and word order).

You are going to transform the text into an informal piece of 
writing, which says exactly the same thing but it looks different. 

SET has already 

been exchanged 

with schedule 

as an example
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You MUST include the following:

The time, the place, who you were with and what you were doing when you 

saw something suspicious.

Descriptions of the people you saw.

Detailed information about the items taken.

Any clues you noticed and how and when you think the robbers could have 

committed the crime. 

9

The following examples are phrases which you will almost always use 

when writing a formal letter. 

Complete the following activity by writing the formal phrase which is 

used for each.

a)  Opening a letter

b)  Closing a letter

c)  Giving good news

d)  Giving bad news

e)  Giving suggestions

f)  Complaining

g)  Sending something with the letter

h)  Requesting action

i)  Demanding action

ACTIVITY 5 Formal letter writing 

1

Write your formal letter

2
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Word count:
160-180
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In each item below, ONE verb must be changed so that it agrees in tense

with the other verbs. 

Write only the question number and verb.

ACTIVITY 6
Consistent verb tenses

1
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Rewrite the following with the verbs in brackets corrected.

Underline your corrected answer.

ACTIVITY 7
Correct the verbs in brackets 

1
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ACTIVITY 8

FOLKLORE

1
Read the following FOLKLORE and answer the
questions that follow.

There were once three brothers 

who were traveling along a lonely, 

winding road at twilight. In time, 

the brothers reached a river too 

deep to wade through and too 

dangerous to swim across.

However, these brothers were 

learned in the magical arts, and 

so they simply waved their wands 

and made a bridge appear across 

the treacherous water. They were 

halfway across it when they found 

their path blocked by a hooded 

figure.

And Death spoke to them.

He was angry that he had been 

cheated out of the three new 

victims, for travelers usually 

drowned in the river. But Death 

was cunning. He pretended to 

congratulate the three brothers 

upon their magic and said that 

each had earned a prize for 

having been clever enough to 

evade him.
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That very night, another wizard crept 

upon the oldest brother as he lay, 

wine-sodden upon his bed. The thief 

took the wand and for good measure, 

slit the oldest brother’s throat.

And so Death took the first brother for 

his own.

Meanwhile, the second brother 

journeyed to his own home, where he 

lived alone

So the oldest brother, who was a 

combative man, asked for a wand more 

powerful than any in existence: a wand 

that must always win duels for its owner, 

a wand worthy of a wizard who had 

conquered Death! So Death crossed to 

an elder tree on the banks of the river, 

fashioned a wand from a branch that 

hung there, and gave it to the oldest 

brother.

Then the second brother, who was an 

arrogant man, decided that he wanted to 

humiliate Death still further, and asked 

for the power to recall others from Death. 

Then Death stood aside and allowed 

the three brothers to continue on their 

way, and they did so talking with 

wonder of the adventure they had had 

and admiring Death’s gifts. In due 

course the brothers separated, each for 

his own destination.

So Death picked up a stone from the 

riverbank and gave it to the second 

brother and told him that the stone 

would have the power to bring back the 

dead.

And then Death asked the third and 

youngest brother what he would like. 

The youngest brother was the humblest 

and also the wisest of the brothers, and 

he did not trust Death. So he asked for 

something that would enable him to go 

forth from that place without being 

followed by Death. And Death, most 

unwillingly, handed over his own Cloak 

of Invisibility.

The first brother traveled on for a week 

more, and reaching a distant village, 

sought out a fellow wizard with whom he 

had a quarrel. Naturally, with the Elder 

Wand as his weapon, he could not fail to 

win the duel that followed.

Leaving his enemy dead upon the floor 

the oldest brother proceeded to an inn, 

where he boasted loudly of the 

powerful wand he had snatched from 

Death himself, and of how it made him 

invincible.
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Here he took out the stone that had 

the power to recall the dead and 

turned it thrice in his hand. To his 

amazement and his delight, the figure 

of the girl he had once hoped to 

marry, before her untimely death, 

appeared at once before him.

And so Death took the second brother 

from his own.

But though Death searched for the 

third brother for many years, he was 

never able to find him. 

It was only when he had attained a 

great age that the youngest brother 

finally took off the Cloak of Invisibility 

and gave it to his son. And the he 

greeted Death as an old friend, and 

went with him gladly, and, equals,

they departed this life.

Yet she was sad and cold, separated 

from him as by a veil. Though she had 

returned to the mortal world, she did 

not truly belong there and suffered. 

Finally the second brother, driven 

mad with hopeless longing, killed 

himself so as to truly join her.

2 Create a visual organizer (mind-map) in which you focus on:

CHARACTERISTICS OF A FOLKLORE,                                                     

THE THEME, 

FIGURATIVE DEVICES USED (Personification etc.) and                      

THE SETTING.

i) Provide the definition of each.

ii) List examples found in the story that helps determine each element.

3
Write a paragraph (60-100 words) in which you describe what you 

would have asked for if you were given a gift.

What would you have asked for? 

How would you have used it?
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154 Are there any important themes that emerge such as questions of what it

is to be human in this world with others?

5 Was there any moral or lesson to be learnt? If so, provide an example.

6
Complete the story by using the past tense to fill in the open spaces.

Only write down the number and answer.7

Write a story (90 – 100 words) from Death's point of view - what did 

he do when he couldn't find the 3rd brother? What was he thinking? 

Did he try to find him?
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8 Match the words in column A with their synonyms in column B. 

COLUMN A COLUMN B

1. wade through

2. treacherous

3. cunning

4. evade

5. fashioned

6. enable

a) tricky

b) avoid

c) to walk with effort through a substance,

such as water

d) designed

e) allow

f) smart

9 Using a A4 page in your book, create a poster to advertise the 

release of the film:  “The Tale of the Three Brothers”

Remember to include all the characteristics for a poster such as font, 

colour, visual element, emotive language. 
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ACTIVITY 9 VOCABULARY AND IDIOM REVIEW

1 Write the letter of the word/phrase with the same meaning as
the underlined word/phrase.

2 Write down the meaning of the following idioms.
i) Count on       ii)  The wee hours       iii) Add up

3
Choose the
best
word/phrase
.



18ACTIVITY 10 VOCABULARY AND IDIOM REVIEW

1 Look at the two pictures of classrooms in the 1900’s and in the
present

Compiled By M. Bachmann

i) Find and write down at least 5 differences in the pictures.

ii)      Match these statements to each picture

Read QUICKLY
Find MAIN IDEAS & 

the STRUCTURE of the 

paragraphs
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ACTIVITY 11

Reading skills and comprehension
READ THE FOLLOWING TEXT AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS THAT FOLLOWS.
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Complete a brief summary of the reading passage.

i) This passage is about …

ii) It compares …

iii) The main idea is …

20
Read the first sentence of each paragraph in the reading passage and place 

these paragraph descriptions into the same order as the passage itself.                                                      

Write the letter of the paragraph, A-G, beside each sentence

Is this reading text descriptive, argumentative, a comparison or a

reflective piece.

1

2 Choose the correct answer. Only write the question 

number and answer.
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213 Complete the summary of the passage, using words from the box.

4 Complete the notes by only writing KEY WORDS and NOT SENTENCES.
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225 Find the following words in the reading passage. DO NOT use a

dictionary, but rather, use the words or sentences around them to

help you to guess:

i) The meaning of the word – (Choose either option 1 / 2 / 3)

ii) The function of the word – (noun, verb, adjective etc)

The first one has been done for you.

Write the word, then the meaning and then the function in your 

book. ( virtuous – well behaved – adjective)
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