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AND THE

BLACK GOLD




IN THE QUIET, PEACEFUL DEPTHS OF THE

GAULISH FOREST, EVERYTHING SEEMS TO
INDICATE THAT IT IS DINNER TIME. ..

... BUT SOME OF THE
FOREST DWELLERS HAVE [
LOST THEIR APPETITES f

e s “ r.

(AUTHOR'S NOTE: WITH APOLOGIES TO PURISTS,
WE PROVIDE A PUBBED VERSION TD FACILI-
TATE YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE DIALOGUE)

BECAUSE THEY'VE WOLFED N
DOWN , SCRUNCHED, CRUNCHED
AND GOBBLED LIP MY WHOLE

‘ 7 GRUNT CiINKk !
OINK - GRUNT! ™. pINK OINK!

AREN'T GOING TO
OINK! QINK ! MEET ANY OF THOSE

CRAZY GAULS FROM

E?!ARE You Efa'
QUITE SURE WE ., QUITE SAFE WITH ME.
'\ WHYARE YOU SCARED?

HERD | AND | AM THE SOLE

SURVIVOR OF A LARGE

FAMILY THAT'S
Yy :

—— e —

| TOLP YOU,YOU'RE

_wri

—

> CALM DOWN ' NO
4y NEED TO 60 RANTING LIKEA
BARNSTORMER*®! | ADMIT

N\ THEY'RE GOOD AT BRINGING .
; '-':T,-":"_; S HGME- THE Mﬂﬂ”a L] ! -‘., ¥ I

i ‘\‘_ o 'I;""-.‘J
')

.. BUT AS WHAT
MUST BE CLURED CAN'T -
BE ENDURED, I'VE WORKED OUT \
AN INFALLIBLE SYSTEA ' I'LL.
BET YOU WeE NEVER FEATURE
ON THE GALLS'MENL

&
/




%  QuICK!
7 FOLLOW ME!' |
TELLYOU, IT'LL BE
MIRACLE IF THEY
GET US'

GRUNT! IF araaees

| EVER GET OUT OF \ &

THIS | | SWEAR I'LL
NEVER

WITH MY LOT
AGAIN'

BE DISGRUNTLED |Siseey

PATROL,; AND THEY FORGET
YOU. MAKES YOU FEELABIT
OF A SWINE,BUT IT SAVES

b, YOUR BACON'

= )F N

03

SEE?ALL You 3 S nw?am LITTLELATER) /7 ... AND WHAT'S WE CAN'T N
HAVE TD DO |S LEAD THE | | /N _THE ROMAN CAMP |/ MORE; THEY'VE TRAINED \ HAVE THI& CAESAR
GAULS TO A ROMAN = ” o | oF compeNoium ... | wiLD BOAR TO LEAD MUST BE

THEM STRAIGHT TO
OUR PATROLS!:! <

_INFORMED;
\ A

|
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THAT ARMORICAN
VILLAGE |5 STILL HOLPING
THE MIGHT OF ROME UP
TO RIPICULE!

NO, WE MOST G
CERTAINLY CAN'T
HAVE THIS ) '

'__ L

P 77"As we ALL know, WE .

¥ HAVE FAILED TO CONQUER

| THOSE INDOMITABLE GALLS BY

LAUGHING STOCK OF MY ,~ & \ 'FORCE, CORRUPTION ;OR EVEN
ENEMIES INTHE _ Ama || | 1) 0\ KIDNAPPING/AND YET...
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27 THE MORALE OF M
TROOPS IS AT ROCK
BOTTOM  AND | AM THE

AND | HEAR THAT
MY LEGIONS NOW HAVE
TO FACE HORDES OF
WILD BEASTS.

SIMPLE ! NO ONE BUT
A PRUID WHO IS ALSO
SPYING FOR US CAN OBTAIN
AND PASS ON THE RECIPE
OF THAT MAGIC POTION
WHICH MAKES THE
GALLS INVINCIBLE!

M.DEVIUS SURREP-
TITUS, YOU'RE CHIEF OF
MY SECRET SERVICE,
M. XL. IF YOU HAVE AN
IDEA B‘FJUPITER.;

LET'S HEAR IT
L e
- _Ly_:i

O CAESAR

THE SECRETS OF
THE DRUIDS ARE PASSED
ON ONLY FROM DRUID
TO PRUID BY WORP

MY AGENTS |
HAVE JUST SUCH
A DRUID.

_ EN

/ WHAT ARE
YOU WAITING |
_FOR? FETCH oS




: PUBBELOSIX
TOOK HIS PRUIDICAL
EXAMINATIONS SIX
TIMES AND FAILED,
HENCE HIS NAME...

WHAT JUST A LITTLE
THE fpﬁ? EKPERIMEI‘\IT&E“O”

A SPY;IN MY CA '
APARTMENTS? STRATE MY BEST
o SECRET AGENT'S
'k INVENTIVE
: GENIUS!

AT HIS SEVENTH EXCELLENT! BRING ME BACK THE W/~ AVE CAESAR
ATTEMPT THE EXAMINERS, | [ SECRET OF THE MIRACULOUS POTION LUCRATORI TE
WORN OUT, LET HIM AND | SHALL FIRE THAT TRYING TRIUM- SALUTANT !X
QUALIFY AS A DRUID,AND | | VIRATE, BECOME DICTRTOR OF THE :
EVER SINCE, MOTIVATED BY | |WHOLE ROMAN EMPIREAND MAKE E /1 |
SPITE AND AVARICE; HE HAS | | YOUR FORTUNES! & : o
N OUR ABLEST DRUIDICAL E < : - —
P Mg 8 P )—
/ - | '..Ili- b 1 | N T‘ﬁﬁ
| ‘ 5? ; £l i ﬁh-"_‘—n—-_.__--__:____‘__'_ﬂ__
| f\( Rl s
i ,IKr
TNV 4
YOU'RE TD SET A CARRIER FLY. SHE'S | AND HERE'S A
OFF FOR GAUL AT ONCE. TRAINED TO TAKE MESSAGES, SCROLL OF SECRET
HERE ; TAKE THIS... AND IF NEED BE SHE WILL INSTRUCTIONS, TO
BRING ME INFORMATION BY BE READ WHEN You
MICRO-PAPYRUS IN HAVE LEFT THE CITY

OF ROME !

gﬂ.u TIME! ¥

* THE EARLIEST KNOWW USE OF
. A BUG IN ESPIONAGE.

I
—
| HAVEN'T MANAGED TOD FOLD UP
THE HORSES UP IN IT YET, THOUGH!
-‘ﬂ

" How

TAKEN CARE
OF. WATCH




il T™ME TOREAD N
| surrePTITIUS'S SECRET
RN INSTRUCTIONS'

R

l

i

HO; HO': CAESAR AND
SURREPTITIUS ARE A COUPLE OF
FOOLS! | PLAN TO BE A VULTURE

RULING THE GALLO-ROMAN

‘? EMPIRE ALONE ! A
f

OH LEAVE ME
ALONE, YOU

WRETCHED
CREATURE !

MEANWHILE, ON THE ARMORICAN COAST: ALL /S
PEACEFUL IN THE LITTLE GAULISH VILLAGE WHERE
ASTERIX AND HIS FRIENDS LIVE .

TS AFUNNY SO Sl =D S
THING BUT WHEN WE &N yo 0 THINK Y eineucee B
GO WILD BOAR-HUNTING J/ THEY'D KNOW BY o A
FINDING ROMAN 4822\ ' OF OUR SACRED
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NEW BARREL OF BEER.

i HAVE SOME?

I.I |

=
== = iT g syl
rmh;—-.—-—-—

OUR DRUID
15 BEHAVING

: YES,
RATHER ODDLY HE HASN'T

TOUCHED ANY
WILD BOAR.:

D

HERE GETAFIX
yoU cAN HAVE THIS

IT'LL ASTONISH You!

FRS WAV FROM MASSILIA! ORINKING ! 1S THAT

&> HEDIDNT
EVEN WANT MY
FISH' VERY

NOT HIMSELF
TODAY!

P carive avo

/ IF GETAFIX HAS A PROBLEM |
WE MUST HELP HIM ! ASTERIX
YOU FOLLOW HIM DISCREETLY.
YOU MAY FIND OUT THE REASON

w STRANGE aw




APPALLING !

...AND
THEN HE SAID,
"APPALLING!
GHASTLY!

IT WILL BE
TERRIBLE IF HE
DOESN'T COME,
TERRIBLE!

IF GETAFIX IS ALL THAT
WORRIED, THE SKY MUST
BE ABOUT TO FALL ON

OUR HEADS!!!

SO FAR , HOWEVER NOTHING

8UT NIGHT HAS FALCEN O
SOME OF WHOM ARE IN FOR.
TROLU/BLED Eﬁqﬁfg o




MORNING... | =i ERONOMIKRISIS THE

(= MAS CANDED ON
b’r i& THE BEACH'!!

| WOULDN'T MIND
TASTING YOUR NEW BARREL
OF BEER, VITALSTATISTIX !
DON'T FORGET:

MMM ! YOUR
FISH HAS A REALLY
INTERESTING AROMA,
UNHYGIENIX !

WAS WAITING FOR TW)RREReYel  APPRECIATED J

AND HIS CARGO! ME. ANYONE IN THAT

STATE MUST BE ON
THE BRINK OF

f HERE YOU ARE AT LAST, HULLO THERE, GETAFIX:I'VE
EKONOMIKRISIS; OLD CHAP! : BEEN LOOKING FORWARD TO
{ SEEING YOU ALL AGAIN EVER SINCE
MY LAST VOYAGE.!LOOK WHAT
' I'VE BROUGHT FROM TYRE,
SPECIALLY FOR You.




)

DON'T GET

AND OF COURSE " REMIND =
YOU'VE BROUGHT WHAT\ ME WHAT o1 o Gnﬁeimgouw
| ORDERED WHEN YoU | [T WAS OILL O, AT GOD F g =

LAST PUT IN

/ wiLLYou?

' RGOTTEN
SOMETHING :!!

\

WORKED UP! |
CAN LET YOU HAVE
RPLE; INCENSE,
PICES, PRECIOUS

e L N e

SENT HIM

IT'S A STROKE. |'VE
SEEN THIS BEFORE . MY
BROTHER-IN-LAW HAD ONE
WHEN THE ROMAN QUAESTOR

7 GuicK

a
OBELIX, LET'S
CARRY EIIM

OIL WHICH GUSHES oUT
OF ROCKY GROUND; HENCE
ITS NAME. IT'S FOUND
MAINLY IN MESCPOTAMIA,
AND IS ALSO CALLED
NAPHTHA .

NOTHING!
YOU CAN BURN
IT IN AN OIL
RS
NO ONE USES
IT MUCH.

S0 SPECIAL
ABOUT THIS

I'M 50 SORRY !

BUT WHY WOULD ANY-
ONE GET INTD SUCH A
STATE OVER COMMON

ROCK 0OIL?

/\

I'M WORRIED ! HE DOESN'T
SEEM TO BE IMPROVING AND WE
CAN'T DOSE HIM WITH MAGIC POTION
BECAUSE WE'VE RUN OUT. GOAND

LOOK FOR ANOTHER FRU!E‘_'I'U




HE'LL NEED GETAFIX IS NO
VINEGAR TODO LONGER IN HIS
FOR A GAULISH / SALAD DAYS.WE
PRESSING MUST GET HELP
FOR HIM

0 ARE You MY NAME 1S DUBBELOSIX,; AND [- 217
WIE:.E D0 YoU Come | | AM A WANDERING DRUID. | COME CAN YOU NOT A vﬁn::\
FROM | WHAT ARE FROM NOWHERE IN PARTICULAR; CURE A DRUID COMMON
YOU DOING? 4_" AND | OFFER MY KNOWLEDGE WHO SLIPPED ACCIDENT, BUT |
= AND SERVICES TD THOSE Dh&dﬁcﬂ %ILV THINK | COULD
; K=

@ %} WHO NEED THEM.

T

e

GOODY ! A ROMAN

HALT %! THIS ROAD BLOCK'

I$ A CHECK-
Po

MET YOU ' OUR LUCK | MET
DRUID GETAFIX |S | THEM 'AND
ILL AND NEEDS / THEIR DRUID

YOUR CARE ! ~ NEEDS MY

%Eﬁﬂfrm!

g-‘ R L

OH NO! THESE )
FOOLS WILL RUIN

P THere's
NO TIME TO

PLAY AROUND,
OBELIX .

GETAFIX (S

2 WAITING! A4




' FRIGHTENED?
THIS PRUID IS

| &
JOIN YOU SAID IT! :
THE LIGHT HavE Shovn ore TS Mmmm FROMTHE ) O Ao YoL e
CAVALRY  THEY HORSE SENSE! P AL T HORSE'S MOUTH! 4l | MA '
| fo b ITH! _ KING STRAIGHT FOR THE
SAID... : s LIS : ~-| | CLIFF, 50 THEY'LL SOON BE
T € R MY CHEST '\ HORS DE COMBAT!

- A —

" FEELS A LITTLE
HOARSE... 4

j_;?'-‘-ﬁ_l__hﬂ ik 4
. "':,ull"r TR ;

e

el
'. .tl.
]




DON'T BE
FRIGHTENED -
IT'S ALL TAKEN

HIS INSINUATIONS

ARE GETTING ME

SOMETHING SHOULD

HAVE HAPPENED WHEN
| PRESSED THAT

WELL, WE WERE
MORE FRIGHTENED

THAN HURT!

v
a8

it '-:. ==,

YOUR FRIEND
QUITE FRIGHTENS ME

.....
-------

HE'S ABIT
TOUCHY, BUT
HE'S GOT A

7~ I'M REALLY WORRIED!
GETAFIX HASN'T COME

THIS 15 THE
TONIC HE NEEDS TO
BUCK HIM UP!

<




THA'SH
BOOD ! WHA...
HIC! WHAT

OF SODA !

T AND 108 TAK' THE \ Je's Shekon s ) 7 ANO 116 86 T
COW ... HIL!... ROAD... | b s ieaor IN CALEOONIA AFORE

S avC VE ... THASH THE SHPIRIT!

HOWEVER ; GETAFIX
/§ SOON IN LOW
SPIRITS AGAIN .

YOU WANT TD KNOW
WHY | THINK ROCK OIL IS
50 IMPORTANT Z IT'S LIQUID

GOLD ! WITHOUT ROCK

««« KNOWN TO THE
ROMANS AS PETRA OLELUM,
WE SHALL HAVE

NO MORE MAG/C

I-|.
l-."‘_ﬂ'l:"__.__. -

bt T AR L . S Bl e ol it el S e T i O EE . um i of

. |
horamserr | BUTITMAYBEART . | | T 0, YELL TAK' THE... >
DICUTED WP A SPOT X HIC! ... HIEH ROAD...




F BUT WHAT'S
~f  THIS OIL GOT TO PO

WITH OUR POTION? NEED ONLY ONE

DROP OF ROCK OIL
FOR THE POTION,
THAT ONE PROP IS
ABSOLUTELY
ESSENTIAL !

ONE OF THE POTION'S
MANY INGREDIENTS, AND
| I'M SORRY TO SAY | HAVENT

GOT A SINGLE DROP

ECAUSE AS EVERYONE KNOWS, | FELL INTO THE CAULDRON
eaaiait fwnars W | OF MAGIC POTION WHEN | WAS A BABY AND IT HAD A
T0 BECOME OF US ? PERMANENT EFFECT ON ME AND BLAH BLAHBLAH. . .

THERE'LL BE NO ONE
BUT OBELIX LEFT TO
PEFEND THE
VILLAGE !

WORSE TROG BLE BEFORE ! WHAT ABouT YOU'RE Ggu_rgwé%h;gﬂ L ESOTO

e T QUR CHIER's " oS HeRe e (Y | Wtk THE PLACEWHERE RO
- e us ILTDO!

MESOPOTAMIA AND BRING y CASE THE ROMAN S

SOME ROCK 0OIL
BAC

OBELIX IS RIGHT ! SUCH | MEANWHILE,LET'S \ = i CAESAR WOULD PAY
A LONG AND DANGEROL'S HOPE CAESAR'S SPIES | | | wanosomeécy For mes
JOURNEY MAY PRESENT PROBLEMS.) DON'T FIND OUT /.. s INFORMATION, BUT

TWO MEN SHOULD GO! 4 HOW WEAK WE 5 ) . THINK | CAN DO BETTER!

18
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 EKOMOMIKRISIS I P GETAFIX, | AM A
NOT UNTIL OBELIX | =
e R ey A I'VE SOLD OFF | | AND I wiLL SRE DS YLD You
| MY STOCK SELL YOUR IVE ME THE RECIPE
ASTERIX. STOCK ON THE ALL RIGHT, FOR THE MAGIC _
‘ = HMM ...
| AT WOULD You

B DO WITH IT?

OH,JUST HELP THE WEAK : I'M SURE ASTERIX WILL YOU'RE GQUITE RIGHT,
AND THE OPPRESSED A BIT' BRIN CK SOME ¥, 50 /GETAFIX! | SHOULD LIKE To
A %‘?LF i =+2_ &\ [CONTRIBUTE T0 THE SUCCESS
MAYBE .. .IF | » R O e IS LG0Ty
o JO | MUST MAKE | MESOPOTAMIA W ITH

CAN'T GET HOLD OF SURE ASTERIX'S

ALL THE INGREDIENTS e
FOR THE RECIPE.. . MISSION FAILS

ASTERIX AND
OBELIX !

AND KEEP AN EYE ON
DUBBELOSIX ! SOMETHING
TELLS ME NOT TO
TRUST HIMm!

HERE ; ASTERIX ! LUCKILY
| KEPT THIS GOURD OF

MAGIC POTION IN
RESERVE '

THE DAY OF
PEPARTURE

AND REMEMBER THE FATE OF THE

&- i 2 VILLAGE IS IN YOUR HANDS ! WITHOUT
w % '5 POTION, WE HAVEN'T GOT A
. LEG TO STAND ON !

R

k!

G
=

& [}
iyl L =2




NOW, TAKE

MY MESSAGE T

SURREPTITIUS!

OTHER PERILS.. .

ek

AND SO THE DIFFIOLEeT AND
NO CANGCGEROUS MISS/ON OF THE
PAWDLING CARRIER FLY BEBINS.
ON THE WAY' FACING STORMS.. .

% IT'S URGENT!

<o THE SMALLEST MEMBER

OF CAESAR'S SECRET SERVICE YUK: A FLY
FINALLY REACHES HER IN MY SOUP!! How
JOURNEY'S END; WORN OUT. REVOLTING !!!

—

WHAT'S BUBGING

WHY IWAS
! IN THE SOUP?

LET'S SEE WHAT DLUBBELOSIX b 3[“""‘
HAS TD SAY. "An ON PHOENICIAN | | WELI.U PUBBELOSIX
SHIP BOUND FOR MESOPOTAM/A, MUST HAVE HIS REASONS.
WITH INDOMITABLE GAULS. AT I'LlL GO AND GIVE THE
ALl COSTS PREVENT _ NECESSARY ORDERS!

LANDING. ™

AND You FLY

PUBBELOSIX !
SHoO!

STRAIGHT BACKTD

TAKE IT
EASY ! YoU MAY
FIND I'M A
FLY IN THE
OINTMENT?

20

" IT'S A FUNNY

MEANWHILE, SAILING
THE HIGH SEAS. .. 7 THING,ASTERIX, \[.
J . guaaekaém HASNIT P75 |
/| BEEN ATTRACTING /' eancy THERE




7 TN/ THE CARGO OF THAT
% 2 PHOENICIAN SHIP WILL
. MA

| PON'T THINK
WE CAN COUNT ON
THE HOLIDAYMAKERS'
SENSE OF FUH

MORE PARTNERS
IN YOUR COMPANY WHO
FAILED TD READ THEIR

J4% \ CONTRACTS BEFORE /e

SIGNING?¥

TIMBERS ; ME HEARTIES !

KE OUR FORTUNES!
HO,HO,HO !

GOODY!THE
FEWER CRAZY
ﬂhlE& AROUND

NO, I'VE STARTED UP %

A PACKAGE HOLIDAY
BUSINESS. THESE ARE
HOLIDAYMAKERS AND I'M
. THEIR
%, A PRETTY SHARP
OPERATOR TOO !

MR OPERATOR , THE

CUSTOMERS ARE HOISTING A
BLACK FLAG IN REPLY! _

... HOLIDAY-
MAKERS, DO YOU
KNOW AN EXCITING |
\  NEW GAME CALLED
5. NAVAL BATTLES? 4

TOUR OPERATOR.I'M

CUSTOMERS !
QUICK, HOIST
E FLAG'

THINK OF IT,
WHY NOT?

Hal MH OPERATD Régm D

WE'RE SICKAND T
YOUR HOLIDAY ENTERTAINMENTS!
WE WANT TO 60 HOME AS SOON
AS POSSIBLE AND GET BACK
TO WORK FOR A BIT

OF A REST!

-
I."i-l"?.‘."

l.'l.!.l'l.h].m
-I;.I.l'l'l-'lﬂ'l'hu,




Wy THEY SEEM A BIT YES, THEY"
\ :’ 50 5 I Y'RE H.L-I.rr A 8y ESUs !
@ OF THE BRACING PR AT SEA,0BELIX: R - WE'LL HAVE
Wt N : BREEZES ! | OUR WORK CUT
o ‘ "7 : OUT TO S70P THOSE
1T [ il - ; : ! : TWo LANDING
| SAFELY.

D o
HOLIDAYMAKERS , —— SPARE MY SHIp! | [SINKHERAND | u'%a’l"ﬁé"’y'.:'&é‘ﬁ“

DIDN'T | PROMISE | HAVEN'T F MAKE SAIL )
(i INISHED 1/ SALE, OBELIX!YOU'D
Y 200 CLEAN A e I PAYING FOR ASTERIX? / LIKE TO BUY LiPOUR
VOYABE ? BATTLE ISN'TA | feeaee ~ MERVET: _4 ERopRagl ENTIRE STOCK,

BAD NOTION!

ONE THOUSAND z 4 YOU'VE

NNELUNCREDAND ) TR S [RuNeome: W Meactianoise,
TH USH#?-'I"I—IHI"S THE LAST THREE OF COURSE!

WELL PONE
FRIENDS ! AS SALES- ! JUST HOPE
We PCAY Possum I PACK PLENTY OF " A
WELL? OF
| SAVED b NEXT TIME! PUNCH! THAN THOSE

THE SHIP,
DIDN'T |2

THEY SHOULD
WIN A FREE
HOLIDAY !




IT MuST
BE THE ONE
e [ INDOMITABLE BALLS
PHOENICIAN ¥ <22y / N WE HEARD
SHIP AHEAD ! : -' | ABOUT !

e -'i--r"'*"' ‘hji‘i“.“'-::_:}:-a:_-

saon:.r: Mu@féfbrﬂ ;I:E"IEEM
— N ANTS ROMANS ! NOW
OF NAVAL o FOR SOME FUN ALL RISHT ! WELL DONE

| e : THE SECRET
OPERATIONS, s ' AT LAST v L

WE Now HAVE A CHANCE TD OBSERVE THE

S
/|

m:"ﬂ?ﬂf mmwaﬂrmw NG HOOKS .- .

THEN THE ROMANS SimPLy |~
PULL; AND THE ENEMY'S FAT | ,
f5 IN THE FIRE !




4= YOU CAN'T
PO THAT ! THAT'S

=
ALWAYS THE SAME OLD FAREWELL AND ADIEU TO YOU -~
Heysccomunsasy e ) [ s gomatSeidess e | il
' £RS NOTHING LEFT ) WATER SPorTs
ROMANS WON'T PLAY s N TO SELL! REALLY Pep
INGS UP!

SAIDIT’
WAS HIS

MACBNUM OPUS
THE FoOL. !

BUTIT IS AND sooN
AFTERWARDS ...

| FEAR

THAT WAS my
NAVAL OP. No.1st
AND LAST:

24




... THE Now CLASSIC
BOARDING TACTICS .. .

BUT |-rsee;h
ODD FOR THE ROMANS

TO BE S50 KEEN ON
FIGHTING US,
. OBELIX!

ol }\ h.;-::._

EVERY TIME |
SEE FEAGAIN | FIND N
SOMETHING ELSE TO
ANN

APPRECIATE !
<« S

AND LOOK SHARP!

| PON'T EXPECT MY NAVAL
COMMANDERS TD STOP AND
CONTEMPLATE ANY

BY JUPITER
THEY SHALL FEEL
THE ANGER OF CAGSAR '
'L HAVE ALL THE
MEDITERRANEAN

RTE
BLockKADED

—==. /" ANY NEWS OF YOUR
1 AGENT DUBBEL... DUBBEL
I'M AFRAID

SOMETHING?
__—-v::":
WE HAVE A
COMMUNICATIONS
PROBLEM,; O
CAESAR !

| WANT TO MAKE
SURE NOT EVEN A
FLY COULD GET THROUBH




PROBLEM ? WHAT
SORT OF PROBLEM?

OUR
CARRIER FLY
IS GOING SLOW,
AND IF SHe
ACTUALLY GOES
ON STRIKE...

WECL, IF IT"S WILDLIFE
WE'RE DISCUSSING  HOW
You M’A?‘ TO FIND OUT IF

LIONS IN THE CIRCUS

—

-T--uml
THE
i |

|

_

—

D2is

HAVE KNOWN
i

EMERGING FROM /TS NAVAL CAMPAIEN, THE PHOENICIAN
SHIP SAILS PEACEFULLY ON /TS WAY.

—==m

i nﬁﬁ%‘xﬁ
' D
THIS VOYAGE,AND| A BIT LONGER,

OBELIX. WE
| GET HUNGRY | o D SOON

BE LANDING AT

" DR

GRUINGUIREM

BUT ONE OF THE FINEST OF PHOEN/ICIAN
TRADING PORTS HAS BECOME INACCESSIBLE.
THE HARBOLIR MOLITH /S BLOCKED BV

B/REMES, mggfm.ssu RLALRIREMES AND

o T

= 5

o
= A
— s -L._.-,!.;I--:_- Jﬂ,"‘___

—_——T e
 r— ap,

---------




I'VE \ | RATHER
NEVER SEEN 50 \ THINK WE'RE
MANY WARSHIPS GOING o
BEFORE ! WHAT'S FIND OUT!
IT ﬂﬁ#l'i IN AID

THAT'S A PITY.
WE HAD JUST
| ENOUGH PROVISIONS
TO LAST US TOD TYRE,
AND NOW THEY 'RE
ALL GONE!

o RN
N\

e, N/

-

COOK COULD
PRODUCE 1S

TEEHEE \JULIUS 1
CAESAR'S NOT SUCH '\ WE cAN ALWAYS

A SKLYOLO ./ LAND AT SIDON,

BYBLOS OR ARAD

WITH A LITTLE
CRAFT !X

x* #arﬂ 86
GALLEY...

"~ WHO'S THIS
OMINUS? YOUR
COOK?




ER... BUT How Yl
COULD THAT BE?
WE ARE THE ONLY ,
ONES WHO. ..

I'M SURE OF IT
NOW : THE ROMANS HAVE
BEEN WARNED. THEY

KNOW WHAT WE'RE

NO.
| CAN'T STAND
FLIES IN MY
SOuP!!!

PrRUT..ITS

ER...NO...THE FACT 15,
JUST LOVE TO HELP POOR LITTLE
FLIES; AND THIS ONE NEEDS MY
ATTENTION ; SO I|F You
=~ DON'T MIND...

I'M SURE THE BAULS Won'T
GIVE UP AT THIS POINT ' 1'CL TELL
CAESAR TO HAVE ALL STOCK'S

OF ROCK OIL /N PALESTINE
PESTROYED !

PRUID IS
. CRAZY!

HOWEVER
HE WOULPN'T

HURT A

PHEW' THAT'S

BETTER ! THE WORST OF
THESE LONG-DISTANCE

FLIGHTS I3 THE

WE'RE VERY
SORRY TO HAVE

BE QUICK !
SUCCESS AND

70 THINK I'M
STUCK WITH LoV
MY FORTUNE | 4/M ./ MEN ARE S0
| INCONSIDERATE !

RATHER LIKE
COCKING A SNOOK

CAUSED YOU s0
MANY PROBLEMS,

PEPEND ON

ANYWAY, TOMORROW WE'LL BE
SAILING DOWN THE COAST OF THE
KINGDOM OF JUDAEA. | PROMISE

YOU'LL FIND THAT A MORE
HOSPITABLE LAND!

EKONOMIKRISIS! ROMANS !




e ey

7 THERE'S THE N\
FROMISED LAND,
ASTERIX '

4 GO TO JERUSALEM AND TELL SAMSON
ALIUS | SENTYOU. HE'S MY SUPPLIER:
YOU'LL BE ABLE TO GET ROCK

. OIL FROM HIM.

THANKS, EKONOMI-
KRISIS ! SEE YOU SOON,
MAYBE !

£
NG
"EQRICHING
[\ EXPERIENCE: <

= < TS

MY NAME'S
JOSHUA BEN
ZEDRIN.

NEVER MIND
THAT. WE'VE GOT TO
. FIND OUR WAY!

HULLO,FRIEND! |

CAN YOU TELL US
THE WAY TOD

JERUSALEM? AN

-I. -
e
k fPAEE

MY DONKEY AND |

ARE GOING THERE OUR- b

SELVES!LET'S JOIN 4
FORCES! il

- I--'| } {
- g g i
o 1 I'I: _':l‘_“* 1.. II||.
i . i
1l TRl

- = 2
- a : o, r 1

'M ASTERIX.
MEET OBELIX
DOGMATIX ; AND
DUBBELOSIX
THE DRUID!

?ARE. NOTAS MANYAS IN
THERE MANY '\ PHOENICIA. THAT'S A
ROMANS ORIL lg INCE.WE'RE

HERE? % :

AND THE ROMANS DON'T
HAVE A STRONG GARRISON
IN JERUSALEM !




LET'S STOPAND

I PO You
CAMP HER.E- THINK THAT

MEANS IT'S
DINNER TIME,
ASTERIX?

SINGULARIS PORCUS,; GENUS OF

F WHICH THIS SPECIES INHABITS
GAUL AND IS SIMPLY \
DELICIOUS!

AT LAST, AFTER SEVERAL DAYS ON THE ROAD,
OUR FRIENDS ARRIVE IN JERUSALEM, THE
GREAT ROYAL CITY BEHIND ITS HIeH WALLS
LATER TDO OPEN ITS BATES TODALL THE
FAITHS OF THE WORLD.

YOU CAN SHAR WE NO WILD BOAR?
MY MEAL, THOUGH\ WOULDN'T \ EVEN DRIED
| HAVE NOTHING | LIKE TO WOuLp po.
BUT DRIED FRUIT DEPRIFE

TO OFFER ! You!

PACHYPERMOUS UNGULATE LS

PORK?!! WE ARE 2 PROFITS? YoU
FORBIDDEN TO EAT PORK MEAN PORK BUTCHERS
BY THE LAWAND THE CAN'T MAKE A
PROPHETS /% PROFIT HERE?

*LEVITICUS
'”; vil




SHALOM , ISAIAH !
WHAT'S NEW?

NOTHING MUCH ,EXCEPT THAT
THE ROMANS HAVE DOUBLED THEIR
GUARD AND ARE KEEPING A CLOSE

WATCH ON ALL ?TE EiTY

AND TONIGHT WE'LL FIND
SOME WAY TOD GET YOU IN OVER
THE WALLS!

WHY ARE You
TAKING THE RISK
OF HELPING US,

JOSHUA?

TRYING TO STOP

SOME ROCK

QIL TO TAKE
BACK TO

e GAUL! _

ALL THE HEBREWS
PISTRUST THE
POWER OF ROME.
WE MUST HELP
THOSE WHO
OPPOSE IT!

| NEVER SAW IF YOU'D LIKE
SUCH AN APPETITE! \ A REST,; | CAN ONLY
THAT'S HIS TENTH | OFFER YoU THE
STUFFED CARP, STABLE,BUT YoUu'LL
AND HE STILL FIND IT'S QUITE
WANTS MORE! 4 COMFORTABLE'

US BUYING  /pi ANNINGTD
PUT SMALL

THEY'RE

DERS oUT

T IS COMFORTABLE.
WHAT'S THIS VILLAGE
CALLED?

THREE GAULS AND
A DOG, AND IF | WERE
YOUR FRIENDS I'D
\  WATCH MY STEP!

[/ FouLow mE ! I'LLTAKE N
You TOA FRIEND OF MINE
IN A VILLAGE NEAR
JERUSALEM . THE ROMANSS
WiLL NEVER THINK OF
LOOKING FOR YoU

HE WAS RIGHT,
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HERE WE ARE' ,
i/ KeePQUIET: '™ \ .
| AFRAID THE ROMANS ) .1}

MIGHT SURPRISE /

- TIME TO LEAVE ! G P
#  THERE ARE FRIENDS \= ¥ L

WAITING FORUSON £ A3
THE WALLS OF P
R JERUSALEM ' S

¥+ 7 [ THE ONES WHO'D BE
21 N\ SURPRISED! 4

OFF THE SENTRIES

SOMEHOW. . . SUPPOSE

f TIPMYSELF
OFF2

) - ;4‘41 . Sy
N o

i
'_‘r___. 5
il

[; IF YOU'VE
QUITE FINISHED
WAILING../




"~ THESE ROMANS
ARE CRAZY! I'M AT
MY BEST WITHMY  JI- ===

. HEKTUNEWHLL.' . e i ';_. i '_;_ o jIMmMI”GI

s B - ' OBELIX!

i

Fo iy ..'-
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QUICK  OVER il TS
THE WALL ' THE CA S YES , THEY

ROM A SEEM A BIT SOFT
 “RCERT NOW ! L L ON TERRA FIRMA!

EIET &
J_r

L g g
SR

vaﬂ?amﬂl?}fgsfa | = TH|55|H5M50
AND I'M NOT : A =
-/ ROMANS ... IT WASLIKE | SoRRY TO BE RID , m "t, ‘H‘liFQETHE "
pﬁﬂ?ﬂﬂﬁ COLIATH: 4 OF THAT SPYING / i MERCHANT
Do TR DRUID EITHER | ity TN =D LIVES.
g = . - I o o -
= . |

CUSTOMERS FROM < weo Like N R e .
VR son Y1 SOMEROCKOIL S )/ HAVE JUST BURNT
N =8 AND WE'RE INA [ ALL OUR STOCKS AND
= By, esesa. OREAT HURRY! 4 B | VERY MUCH FEAR You
- .' WON'T FIND A SINGLE
DROP IN THE
WHOLE COUNTRY!




PHERE'S MY
ASSISTANT, SAUL
BEN EPHISHUL.AT

GUIDE YoUu TD
THE EDGE OF
THE DESERT.

i - .‘.,‘L' 5 g |

SOME ROCK OIL BACK TO
AUL! IT'S VITAL!

BUT WE MUST TAKE THEN You'LL
6 5

HAVE TO LOOK
WHERE THEY FIND
IT: NEAR BABYLON
IN MESOPOTRMIA!

'8 THIRTY
BAST o0, | PAYS' JOURNEY,
YLON?/ AND YoU'LL HAVE

SUNRISE HE WILL

WEAR THESE
AND YOU'LL PASS
UNNOTICED.
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T 7 YOU'RE RIGHT
WE DO PASS
UNNOTICED IN THIS
__ DISGUISE!

AND THE STRIPES
ARE 'JE_I:% glFlMM'NG'

, BUT BY WUTH'I'!SEIII‘;

I'VE NEVERTRIEDA )
DESERT CROSSING BEFORE,

M
READY TO TACKLE
IT!

| TDOK THIS ALIAS FOR
BUSINESS REASONS.MY
REAL NAME IS ROSEN-
BLUMENTHALOVITCH!




e
| AT THE ROMAN
PROCURATOR'S PALACE... | AVE 10 PONTIUS ONCE THEY'RE OUTSIDE MY WE r

L s ‘ he.s o WAY, AND Wt Fear | TERRITORY, MY DEAR DUBBEL- AND GRELLEARE BOUND o
THEY'VE M:&DE 600D OS1X; | COULDN'T CARE LESS | | GO BACK ON BOARD SHIP,AND

N THEIR LSCAPE oW A,  WHAT THEY DO! WHEN THEY DO WE'LL B2

. L L Bl | warmvG, wiTH GUITEA

- = car, RECEPTION COMMITTEE!
| ! WISH HED

| DIDN'T MEAN THAT ! IT
MAKES ME SICK TO THINK
OF THE RACIAL DISCRIMI—
NATION PRACTISED AGAINST
BOARS |N THIS COUNTRY!

WE'RE COMING TO IT MAKES
THE DEAD SEA! ME SICK ,
ST ASTERIX!

" ﬁ' M B

o
¥
i | 'r'

FI wascoine
TO WARN YOU'THE DEAD
SEA HAS A SALT CONTENT SIX TIMES
HIGHER THAN THAT OF OTHER SEAS, AN
ITS DENSITY 1S SUCH THAT THE HUMAN
BODY JUST FLOATS ON TOP!




NEREON THE OUTSKIRTE
OF THE DESERT WHERE | )

MUST LEAVE YoU.You'LL | |

FIND YOUR WAY TDMESO- | =—0

POTAMIA QUITE EASILY: / | Te
JUST GO STRAIGHT

THE DESERT IS
BURNING HoT

THIRTY DAYS
OF THIS IS GOING TO
b\ BE MONOTONOUS! /= =

L=

LET'S TAKE
COVER!

I'M TERRIBLY SORRY, WE "WELLGET YOUR | ASK You,

J}EUGHT YOU WERE AKKADIANS. ) FACTS STRAIGHT | DO WE LOOK LIKE
RE SUMERIANS, AND WE'RE >
AT WAR WITH THE Fllts_'rr1 ﬂ.l"éT"E“ AKKADIANS ?

AKKADIANS !
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rﬂHa'rERmuv SORRY; WE
THOUGHT YOU WERE HITTITES!WE\ PRAG U
AKKADIANS DONT HIT ITOFF WITH
THE HITTITES . WE'RE AT WAR
: WITH THEM '

THINGS WERE |,
GOING TO BE ;™
MONOTONOUSY/

ol 2 S A e oo it o

ASSYRIANS '

WE HI S ARE AT WAR WITH ASSYRIANS?
THE ASSYRIANS !




THIS IS
CERTAINLY A
CROWDED PART OF
THE DESERT!

P 7 icvow, You'RE A COMNORT OF ASSYRIA
COMING DOWN LIKE A mwmm
ANO YOU'RE TERRIBLY SORRY. JUST WHO _

D YOU THINAK WE WERE? S

ER...WELL, JRERGS

WE LOOK LIKE MEDES?
THESE ASSYRIANS

EXCUSE ME GENTLEMEN.
WE ARE MEDES, LOST IN THIS
PESERT!

COULD YOU POSSIBLY TELL
Us THE WAY oUT?




YOU KNOW WELL ! THIS GAUL

THESE MEDES
ARE...

P weLne

VER REACH
WATER ! THAT MEANS NO ' IF HE'S FOUND
ROCK OIL AND NO MORE "\ SOMETHING '
MAGIC POTION! WE'VE
FAILED; UNLESS WE FIND
HELP. OH, IF ONLY WE

WHY NOT ? DOGMATIX
CAN FIND ANYTHING ' You
msinvenﬁn ONLY HAVE TOASK HIM !




Y YUK!THIS WATER
{ TASTES HORRIBLE WE'VE STRUCK
1\ "AND IS AL ROCK 0/¢
. LACK ! IT'S LIQUID GOLD !
\ IT'S THE BLACK GOLD
WE NEED !

P

P 1'VE REPAIRED THE WATER SKINY

FANTASTIC' PIDN'T | TELL YouU
onive” M\ CCRLTIXCOE, | | E e ame o
, NEEON'T _ | fouT ST
BABYLON ! '

REJOIN EKONOMI-
KRISIS AND HIS SHIP
AT TYRE AND GET
BACK TO BAUL
AT TOP
h_SPEED!
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BUT [N PREFECT CLASSIS
] TYRANNICUS'S PALACE IN TYE... mﬁgﬂ,m i P

Q1760 THIS MESSAGE
wHoARe vou 8/ TRoUIGH TOME. You ARE
TO6IVE ORDERS TO HAVEALL
MERCHANT VESSELS ABOUT
TO SET SAIL FOR GAUL
NDESTROVED

WINGED WORDS! Your I REALLY TOP FUGHT
MESSENGER DID WELL [\ MESSENGER!

TO PO THE JOURNEY




AFTER A TIRING
JOURNEY WITH THE
SHIPOF THE DESERT.. .

- OUR FRIENDS
RETURN TD 2 BENG HUMPED
[?" Lot ABOUT REALLY
LET'S USE SAMSON GI/VES ME THE

ALIUS'S DISGUISES HUMP!

AGAIN | TO HELP US GET |
INTO THE PORT
UNNOTICED !

FULL OF ROMANS
: SHALL WE
Al A EVER FIND

EKONOMI-
KRISIS
IN ALL
THIS?

-
CUSE ME, FIND EKONOMG- | THE PHOENICIAN MERCHANTZY
OLDIER.... HIS WAREHOUSE [S AT THE END

KRISIS,PLEASE?

-

OF THE PORT JUST 60 STRAIGHT
\AHEAD YOU CAN'T MISS ITAND
I\, Now WOULD You KINDLY

~ OH/WHATA
MANNERS WILL GET /BRILLIANTLY STRIKING
NYWHERE !

" RRISON OF TYRE
N \DOWN oN us! _F

r
You SEE? GoOD

IDEA . YOU'LL BRING
E WHOLE ROMAN




. | MIGHT HAVE KNOWN
PUBBELOSIX WoULD

WARN THE ROMANS TD
STOP US SETTING SAIL
4 FOR GAUL AGAIN'!

F WHEN THE ROMANS

STARTED TAXING ME |

BUILT THIS TUNNEL.IT /.5
LEADS TO A CELLAR...

QUICK,
EKONOMIKRISIS) \ GONE'
ARCHORIWHERE'S A aiAVEN'T
¢ ' 5
=l YOUR SHIP? A SHIP

IN HERE!!!
SEARCH THIS

| WAREHOUSE!

THE ROMANS SANK
MY SHIP ON JULIUS
CAESAR'S ORDERS.YOU
FIND ME SUNK IN
GLOOM: MY BIGGEST
ASSET'S BEEN
LIGUIDATED!

... WHERE | HIDE

*{ MOST OF MY STOCK .THAT
AL WAY 1'M ALWAYS IN A

.. -AND
IRONICALLY

OPPOSITE

JULIUS

CAESAR'S
FLAGSHIP!




WHAT ABOUT THAT

CACSAR'S MAGIC POTION?

BALLEY...
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SURE ENOU. CAESAR ISGETTING | ONLY HAVE POSE OF ASTERIX
ON gmgpam IMPATIENT, DUBBELOSIX ! | AND OBELIX, ".EIFL!?[ smuﬁ:‘.rrr'mﬂs
| LONG. THEY'VE JUST BEEN SPOTTED
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IN HEBREW DISGLIS

E.

1S A TOUR
o HO'TF

s‘r’ﬂUR CREW Y\ ‘NOW.THE TI-IEWIHL
STILL AROUND, OF ACOMPETITION... ALL
K%TE]'?" 'l THE PRIZES WERE A SEA
e k CRUISE EXCLUSIVE OF

T N

_ __ORGANISER .

EVENING,
SOLDIER!

LET'S GET
THE CARGO ON
BOARD!

- P ves,BuT THeYRE

S
-. a4
=

HERE!NOW, THIS IS |
_ WHAT WE'LLDo... /8

YOU'RE IN LUCK , GAUL :

FOR A MOMENT | THOUGHT

YOU WERE IN HEBREW
DISGUI...




WELL, IF
IT ISN'T AN
OLD FRIEND OF

LEAVE IT TO MEe!

I'LL TAKE THE SHIP OUT THEY REALLY ARE 600D

B SAILSMEN AS WELL AS GOOD
SALESMEN ! THEY SHOULD
BE PHOENICIAN !

JULIUS HIS HONEYED

CAESAR WILL peEF You 60, My s i
T1Y NG WITH
e YOU THE VENGEANCE f “cHVAXS WiN

ree
OF DUBBELOSIX ! 0L

A MESSAGE FOR YOU:0 CAESAR'| [,
TSR N NIINIE | | omacaceoromia
FELLINTO MY SOUP!_ |80 FANNGT MAKE ANYMORE
- NOW THERE (5 NOTHING TO
PREVENT YOUR LEGIONS
OCCUPYING ALL GAUL.

DUBBELOSIX.™
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THE RETURN JOURNEY IS 4
A PLEASANT IF ROUTINE £

—_— e
KIND OF CRUISE.. . 757" BUT THey'Re

NOT WAVERING !
THEY'RE GIVING

s WE'RE NEUTRAL !
/  EVERYONE KNOWS THAT!

| WAIVE THIS ONE.. .LET
- THE ROMANS RULE THE
. WAVES!

Y

Pwouis ot et
ﬁ‘ G0 INT? BUSINESS ).

NEVER MIND THE
_ SELLTHISLOT? £

\/ KNow How \|
\ 1T IS WITHTHE }
N INFLATION!

FLOAT A
COMPANY !

e

e

e
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WELL ; WE ARE \
BRINGING ROCK OIL
BACK TO GAUL IN

SPITE OF you,

PUBBELOSIX !

AND THE WATERS OF THE
CHANNEL ARE POLLUTED
FOR THE FIRST TIME IV
HISTORY.
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GOODBYE ! | PROMISE
TO BRING YOU BACK SOME

ROCK OIL ON MY NEXT

VOYAGE ; ASTERIX!

W
SHAME !
HAVIN

HAT A
E

WE'VE SIGHTED
ARMORICA, C.O.!

WILL BE WAITING ON
TENTERHOOKS AND IN FEAR
ROMANS AND Now,
AT AM | GOING TD
LL THEM?




V BUT...BUT GETAFIX O’ 2 HULLO:, N I
THEY'RE FIGHTING! \ WiTHouT | | WHATISTHIS Y ASTERIX|HADA e .
” US EITHER. MIRACLE? WHAT'S / BROUGHT ANY |
(THOUT | ‘*isnot GOING ON? ROCK OIL BACK, /

GETAFIX !

L Eng.
i .j‘:"" G:w’ o |
L

4y

V i
ROCK. OIL| OF PON'T WORRY! FORTUNATELY, AFTER
COURSE ! K CONDUCTING A FEW EXPERIMENTS ;| MAN-
O MRS e T e
& v Mg _ ROOT JUICE,AND IT TASTES NICER
POTION !

S A STROKE! , .
e L b YOUT i NICER, BUT ANOTHER TIME | \
ROTHER I ST | WISH YOU'D CONDUCT YOUR
|\ EXPERIMENTS BEFORE SENDING
)\ " US TO THE ENDS OF THE
2 EARTH, GETAFIX !

HEY; ASTERIX
DbgHHT SHALL WE




OFEN IT! ]

_ ? AVE, CAESAR !
THIS GIFT-WRAPPED

TRUNK HAS JUST
COME FOR YOU !

7" THEY'RE
JAR OF HONEY? 4 W e or e
7 GAME CAESAR'S
INVENTED FOR :
11'|E-C«IRCU51

LINDER A CLOLIDLESS SKY, BAR FRoM
SUCH CRUELAND BARBAROUS
PASTIMES ; THE INDOMITABLE
GAULS OF THE VILLAGE GIVE THEM-
%I;’,E ,‘f}fﬁf Tr gmﬂ?ﬂfk PLEASURES.

PETRA ﬂ‘m:
BUT THEY ARE NOT SHORT OF

IDEAS FOR CELEBRATING THE
RETURN OF THE HERDES.

THE QUIET; PEACEFUL
HAVE - COME ON | DEPTHS OF THE GALLISH
YOU EVER Qi \STERIX TELL o | FOREST, WHERE EVERYTHING
THOUGHT OF Ry R | SEEMED TO INDICATE THAT,
COOKING NTURES! IT WAS PINNER TIME..

STUFFED

.51

THE
HOLIDAYS
ARE

OVER!
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